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Kingfisher High School 

Hall of Fame 
(Established 1986) 

 

 Kingfisher High School has a long and distinguished history reaching back 

to 1891 and is one of the oldest public high schools in Oklahoma.  Well into its 

second century of existence, this school has produced graduates who were well 

prepared for their lives after high school and who also made a difference to 

their community, state and nation.  To honor those who made this history and a 

difference, The Kingfisher High School Hall of Fame was created in 1986 by 

the Kingfisher Board of Education at the request of KHS students and faculty.   

 The purpose of the Hall of Fame is twofold.  First, it recognizes the 

extraordinary achievement of past graduates whose contributions to their 

community, state and nation rise above that of their peers and contemporaries.  

Secondly, the Hall of Fame is designed to provide current students with role 

models who illustrate what can be achieved with the quality education provided 

by Kingfisher High School. 

 Members of the Hall of Fame are selected annually during the spring of 

the school year.  Nominations are accepted from anyone who can provide 

information about an outstanding graduate or former faculty member of the 

school, and a committee of faculty, students and patrons review the 

nominations.  Generally, as many as two graduates and one former faculty are 

chosen although more or fewer can be selected as the circumstances merit. 

 Award of the honor takes place during the annual commencement 

ceremony conducted at the end of the school year.  During this event, with 

thousands of people present, the citations are read, a plaque and the KHS 

Distinguished Achievement Medal are presented to the recipient or a family 

member.  Also, a formal plaque of recognition is hung in the high school halls. 

 Since its beginning, the Hall of Fame has inducted more than 75 men and 

women.  They come from every walk-of-life and every background, however,  

one thing they share in common is the foundation for their lives that was, at 

least partially, laid during their years at KHS. 

Kingfisher High School building completed and occupied in 1995. 
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1986  ALLEN E GREER 

Class of 1936 

 

 Allen E. Greer was graduated from Kingfisher 

High School in the spring of 1936.  He received his 

Doctorôs Degree in Medicine in 1942 from the 

University of Oklahoma.  After serving as an intern in 

Denver, Colorado, he served in the United States Army 

until 1946. 

 Following his military service, Dr. Greer studied 

General, Thoracic and Cardiovascular Surgery in 

Cleveland, Ohio, and then returned to Oklahoma City to open a private 

practice. 

 Since 1951, Dr. Greer has become known nationally and internationally as 

an eminent Heart and Thoracic Surgeon.  He has published widely and has 

served as Associate Professor of Surgery for the University of Oklahoma. 

 Dr. Greer is associated with the St. Anthony Hospital, the Baptist Medical 

Center, the Mercy Health Center and the Presbyterian Hospital.  His long career 

of service and achievement stands as a lasting influence for the students of 

Kingfisher High School. 

 

1986  RICHARD F. DANNE 

Class of 1952 

 

 Richard F. Danne was graduated from Kingfisher 

High School in 1952.  He attended Oklahoma State 

University and the Graduate School of Design at the 

University of California in Los Angeles. 

 Following his university studies, Mr. Danne 

began his work in the Graphic Arts.  From his studio in 

New York City, he has been recognized nationally and 

internationally for his work in design. 

 He has been largely responsible for graphic designs for the National 

Aeronautics and Space Administration and designed the insignia for the Space 

Shuttle Columbia.  For his efforts, he received the ñAward of Excellenceò from 

President Ronald Reagan. 

 In addition to his work for NASA, Mr. Danne has also designed material 

for the US Army Corps of Engineers and the Federal Aviation Administration.  

He also teaches in the School of Visual Arts in New York City, holds important 

positions in his professional organizations and serves on the Advisory Board 

for the New York Public Library.  Mr. Danneôs achievements reflect great 

credit upon himself and upon Kingfisher High School. 
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1986  ENID SCOTT ñMOTHERò BUSWELL 

Class of 1915 

 

 Enid Scott was graduated as Valedictorian of the 

Kingfisher High School class of 1915.  She received 

degrees from the Kingfisher College and from Central 

State College aimed at a teaching career. 

 She taught in the Kingfisher schools at various 

times from 1915 through 1940, often as a substitute 

since married women teachers were not allowed to teach 

ñfull time.ò  Beginning with World War II, Mrs. Buswell 

chaired the KHS History Department until 1961 when she retired having taught 

almost all history courses plus sophomore and junior English. 

 In 1957, she was named the Kingfisher County Teacher of the Year.  One 

of her students said of her, ñI knew the only reason for her being in the 

classroom was to care about the students in her class.  She made learning fun 

and made each day of school a joy both in and out of the classroom.ò 

 Enid Scott Buswell is the only Kingfisher teacher ever to be accorded the 

title, ñMother.ò  ñMotherò Buswell taught, loved and inspired generation after 

generation of Kingfisher High School students.  As a graduate of this institution 

and as a former faculty member, she has provided an example to which we can 

all aspire. 

 

1986  MARY AGNES THOMPSON 

Class of 1931 

 

 A Kingfisher native, Mary Agnes Thompson was 

graduated from Kingfisher High School in 1931.  In 

1940 she began work at Enid radio station KCRC and 

the next year she joined the staff of WKY Radio as head 

of the script department.  In 1951 she left that position 

to write professionally. 

 Her book, The Hay in My Hair sold well and she 

received numerous awards for excellent in radio writing.  

As a freelance writer, she began to sell her work to major magazines including 

the Saturday Evening Post.  Many of her works were converted into television 

and motion picture scripts including ñCall from Mitch Miller,ò which became 

the Elvis Presley film,  ñLoving You.ò 

 She also wrote plays and several textbooks.  In 1958 she was named as 

one of the Outstanding Women in Oklahoma City. 

 Mary Agnes Thompson loved writing and wrote often of the state she 

loved.  A friend said of her, ñHer warmth, compassion and sympathy for others 

and her deep religious convictions contributed to the happiness she radiated to 

those around her.ò 

 Mary Agnes Thompson died in April of 1959 at the age of forty-four.  She 

left behind her not only written works, but also a life of inspiration to all who 

knew and remember her. 
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1986  K. F. ñJACKò MUSICK 

Class of 1930 

 

 K.F. ñJackò Musick was graduated from Kingfisher 

High School in 1930 and from the United States Naval 

Academy in 1935.  During his Naval aviation career, he 

achieved the rank of Captain.  As a flyer, he was 

decorated many times as a torpedo bomber pilot flying 

from aircraft carriers operating in the Pacific Ocean. 

 Upon retirement from the Navy, Mr. Musick 

returned to Kingfisher to make his home and taught in 

the Kingfisher schools for fourteen years.  Following his second retirement, 

ñCaptain Jackò as he was affectionately known, continued to serve his 

community through civic leadership and volunteer activities. 

 Captain K. F. ñJackò Musick has led a life of service dedicated to God, 

country and community.  Through his service to the United States, the state of 

Oklahoma and the community of Kingfisher, he has set an example of courage, 

character and honor for all who know him. 

 

1987  MARY GILMOUR  

Class of 1923 

 
 Mary Gilmour was graduated from Kingfisher High 

School in 1923.  After graduation she qualified for her 

teaching certificate and taught in many rural schools.  In 

1931 she completed her studies and received her degree as a 

registered nurse. 

 She returned to Kingfisher to start a community 

hospital in 1932 located at Main and Sheridan which 

operated until 1940.  In 1942, she joined the US Army 

Nurse Corps and served in England and France during World War II returning home 

in 1945 to be discharged as a First Lieutenant. 

 After serving in many positions as nurse and administrator in facilities around 

the United States, she returned to Kingfisher where she served as County School 

Nurse until 1960.  She taught at the Oklahoma College for Women until retiring in 

1970. 

 Retirement for Miss Gilmour meant returning to her home town to continue 

community service.  She has remained active in the First Christian Church and the 

Oklahoma State Nurses Association which chose her as President in 1960 and Nurse 

of the Year in 1968.  In addition she has been active in the American Legion and the 

Legion Auxiliary as well as several retired persons organizations. 

 Her love of children so clearly displayed in her nursing care is also seen in her 

work with children and young peopleôs organizations.  She has been Resident Nurse 

for Girls Scout camps, 4-H camps and Girls State for 20 years. 

 In 1980, this remarkable woman was named Kingfisher Citizen of the Year.  

Equally remarkable, this woman continues to serve God, Country and Community 

and she still works at her profession giving home health care, often to people many 

years her junior. 

 Mary Gilmour, by her life of service and many contributions, stands as an 

example of the impact the life of one graduate of Kingfisher High School can have. 
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1987  DR. ARTHUR BUSWELL 

Class of 1944 

 

 Dr. Arthur Buswell was graduated from Kingfisher 

High School in 1944.  He completed his undergraduate 

work at the University of Oklahoma and his medical 

degree at OU in 1952.  An enlisted veteran of World 

War II, Dr. Buswell returned to military service as an 

Army doctor in 1952 serving until 1954.  He re-entered 

the Army in 1961 retiring at the rank of Colonel in 1983. 

 During service to his country, Dr. Buswell was 

division surgeon for the First Armored Division during tours in Vietnam from 

1963 through 1965.  During the remainder of his career, he served as 

commander of various US Army medical facilities and was instrumental in 

creating numerous programs for improving Army medical service. 

 Recognized as an outstanding physician and soldier, Dr. Buswell has been 

awarded the Legion of Merit on three occasions, the Soldiers Medal, the 

Bronze Star with ñVò for Valor on two occasions, the Meritorious Service 

Medal, the Vietnam Cross of Gallantry and four Air Medals. 

 Not content to end his public service with retirement, Dr. Buswell returned 

to Kingfisher to become a civic leader.  Presently he is president of the 

Kingfisher  ñFriends of the Libraryò and has been large responsible for 

successfully raising thousands of dollars toward construction of a Kingfisher 

Community Library. 

 The life and deeds of Dr. Arthur Buswell, Colonel, US Army retired, stand 

as an example to emulate for students of Kingfisher High School. 

 

1987  RODGER HOWELL 

Teacher 1944-1964, Principal 1965-1981 

 
 Rodger Howell, a native of Cashion, Oklahoma, began 

his teaching career in 1942 at Hominy High School.  In 

1944, he was hired as a teacher in the Kingfisher Public 

Schools. 

 He served as Vocational Agriculture Instructor from 

1944 until 1964.  During that period of time, the Kingfisher 

Future Farmers of American chapter became known as one 

of the premier FFA chapters in the United States. 

 The Kingfisher chapter, under his guidance, produced more American Farmers 

than any other chapter in America, a distinction the chapter still holds to this day. 

 Mr. Howell served as Principal at Kingfisher High School from 1964 until his 

retirement in 1981.  His dedication to Kingfisher High School has been an 

inspiration to teachers and students alike. 

 Mr. Howell is a member of the Kingfisher First Christian Church and served in 

various capacities from Board Chairman to Elder Emeritus.  He is also a long time 

member of the Rotary Club and has always been active in community affairs. 

 Rodger Howell guided Kingfisher High School through turbulent times and 

helped establish a curriculum and activity program which has made this school one 

of the outstanding high schools in Oklahoma. 
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1987  FLOYD THROCKMORTON  

Class of 1927 

 

 Floyd Throckmorton was graduated from 

Kingfisher High School in 1927.  Always dedicated to 

public service, Mr. Throckmorton served in many 

county positions, first as Deputy Clerk of the courthouse 

in 1934 and later as Court Clerk. 

 He served in the United States Navy during World 

War II and returned to Kingfisher to open the 

Throckmorton Insurance Agency.  His love of his 

community was always evident and he took on many tasks to help kingfisher 

including serving as a member of the Chisholm Trail Museum Board. 

 Mr. Throckmorton was elected to the City Commission on two occasions 

and served as Kingfisher Mayor four times.  He was also President of the 

Chamber of Commerce in 1962. 

 The American Legion was also one of his great loves and he was active in 

Legion activities until his death in 1985.  Prior to his passing, Mr. 

Throckmorton served on the Board of Directors of the American Legion 

Childrenôs Home and in many other Legion service and social activities. 

 The citizens of Kingfisher recognized Mr. Throckmortonôs contributions 

to the community by naming him citizen of the year in 1976.  Floyd 

Throckmortonôs life was one of kindness, care and concern and stands as an 

inspiration to the students of Kingfisher High School. 

 

1988  GEEN GILMOUR 

Educator 1928-1941, 1946-1966 

 

 Geen Gilmour was a teacher and administrator in 

the Kingfisher Schools for more than thirty years.  He 

began as a coach in 1928, took time out for World War 

II and served as Junior High and Elementary principal 

until his retirement in 1966. 

 During his time as teacher and principal, he 

influenced so many adults and children that he is the 

only man other than George Washington whose name 

has been given to a Kingfisher School.  The Gilmour School remains a lasting 

memorial to his memory. 

 Mr. Gilmour served with distinction overseas in World War I and World 

War II.  He was a man whose life was dedicated to public service and he was 

active in professional education organizations, the Lions Club, and his church 

where he was a deacon.  He was especially active as a member of the 

Kingfisher American Legion Post. 

 Perhaps he was most proud of his work with the Boy Scouts of America.  

Serving the Scouts in several capacities, he attended state and national 

jamborees and worked directly with the youth of Kingfisher. 
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 Geen Gilmour had a life which left a lasting impact upon the community 

and upon the Kingfisher Schools.  His memory continues to inspire those who 

would serve their fellow man and make the world a better place. 

 

1988  ROY C BOECHER 

Class of 1924 

 
 Roy C. Boecher was graduated from Kingfisher High 

School in 1924.  Since that time, Mr. Boecher has been 

active in every aspect of making his community and state 

better places to live. 

 From the 1930s when he served as an extension 

engineer for Oklahoma State University through the 

following decades where he was instrumental in the 

electrification of western Oklahoma, Roy Boecher has 

devoted himself to improving the quality of life of this state. 

 In 1948, he was elected to the state senate where he served for nearly thirty 

years.  During that time, he chaired most major committees, served as Majority 

Floor Leader and eventually was the Senateôs highest officer, the President Pro 

Tempore.  Senator Boecher was particularly interested in the preservation of the 

stateôs heritage and way of life so sponsored much legislation which made possible 

local museums, preserved wildlife, and helped create state parks, highways and 

flood control projects. 

 Mr. Boecherôs accomplishments are too numerous to mention but he is 

probably most proud of his contributions to his community.  In 1936, Roy Boecher 

was instrumental in the establishment of the Cimarron Electric Cooperative and was 

its general manager, and in 1953, it was his senate bill that made Pioneer Telephone 

Cooperative possible.  He was involved in the management of this enterprise for 

more than 30 years.  Later, the four lane highway from Dover to Okarche resulted 

from his work. 

 It would be hard to imagine what Kingfisher would be like had it not been for 

the efforts of Senator Roy C. Boecher. 

 

1988  ALICE MAE GOODBRAKE  

Class of 1918 

 
 Alice Mae Goodbrake was graduated from Kingfisher 

High School in 1918.  Following her graduation, Miss 

Goodbrake began a distinguished career in education which 

extended for 53 years. 

 Miss Goodbrake was more than a teacher to her 

pupils, she was a friend and counselor.  Besides school 

subjects, her classes included good manners, courtesy and 

how to be successful in life. 

 Her career spanned teaching assignments in Oklahoma, Colorado and New 

Mexico.  Perhaps her greatest moment was when she saw one of her young Hispanic 

students grow up to be inaugurated the Governor of the State of New Mexico.  

Others of her students have been likewise successful.  All remember Miss 

Goodbrake as the teacher who ñwent the extra mileò for her students. 

 Always active in her profession and community, Miss Goodbrake held 

membership for more than half a century in Kappa Kappa Iota and Delta Kappa 

Gamma professional sororities and remains to this day active in her church work. 
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 In recognition of her outstanding contributions to Education, Miss Goodbrake 

was inducted into the New Mexico Education Hall of Fame.  Today, at age 91, Alice 

Mae Goodbrake continues to inspire those who knew her for she remains a caring, 

loving person and continues to give of herself helping others. 

 

1988  SAMUEL ROBERT STEELE 

Class of 1938 

 
 Samuel Robert (Bob) Steele was graduated from 

Kingfisher High School in 1938.  Mr. Steele attended the 

University of Oklahoma where he worked toward his 

doctorate in Chemistry.  His university studies were 

interrupted by service in World War II. 

 Following the war, Mr. Steele became a research 

scientist who sought to better understand the world of 

physics and electronics. 

 Bob Steele is known internationally for his work with the Raytheon Company 

where he has been the Principal Research Scientist.  In addition, he has also taught 

Electron Microscopy at the Massachusetts Institute of Technology. 

 A distinguished researcher, Mr. Steels holds many patents and has written 

numerous papers and textbook chapters.  His research has taken him from Electron 

Microscopes through integrated circuits and semiconductors to microwaves.  Mr. 

Steeleôs work has let the major universities and corporations to call upon him as 

consultant and teacher. 

 Samuel Robert Steele has been described by his colleagues as ña gentle, peace-

loving man who has contributed to the progress of science.ò  Truly his life and work 

stand as inspiration to all who know him, and a man to whom the students of 

Kingfisher High School can look as a beacon of achievement. 

 

1988  LTC ARNOLD D. DROKE 

Class of 1962 
 
 Arnold D. Droke was graduated from Kingfisher High 

School in 1962.  During his time at Kingfisher High School, 

LTC Droke was not only a fine student, but he was also an 
outstanding athlete lettering in four sports. 

 Following his graduation, he attended Oklahoma State 
University on a Track and Field scholarship and was named an 

AAU ñAll-Americanò as a member of the National 2-mile Relay 

Team which set the world record time. 
 While he was a student, he joined the Oklahoma Army 

National Guard and eventually completed Officer Training and received his commission.  

He served in the National Guard part time while he taught in the public schools for eight 
years. 

 Eventually, LTC Droke turned his attention to the National Guard as his career.  

During his service he held positions from Platoon Leader to Station Commander to 
service on the Brigade Staff.  He returned for a time to the Officer Candidate School as a 

TAC Officer, served as the Equal Employment Opportunity Officer for the Adjutant 

General of Oklahoma and then became the Training Administrator for the Oklahoma 
Military Academy and also the Commandant of the Officer Candidate School. 

 LTC Droke has been recognized on many occasions for his work with the Army 

National Guard. He has been awarded the Army Achievement Medal, the Army 
Commendation Medal, several Army Reserve Forces medals, the Selected Reserve 
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Forces Medal, the Oklahoma Commendation Medal, the Oklahoma Meritorious Service 

Medal, and the Oklahoma Exceptional Service Medal. 
 LTC Arnold Droke has served his state with exceptional dedication and devotion to 

duty.  His example should stimulate the students of Kingfisher High School to 

achievement and ñto be all they can be.ò 

 

 

1989  C. L. ñPETEò RIVERS 

Class of 1936 

 
 C. L. ñPeteò Rivers was graduated from Kingfisher 

High School in 1936.  During his high school career, he was 

a member of the 1935 Oklahoma All State Football Team.  

After high school, he played football for Oklahoma A&M 

College, now Oklahoma State University.  He was twice an 

Honorable Mention All-American and three times All 

Missouri Valley and All Oklahoma Collegiate Conference.  

Mr. Rivers was selected a halfback on the Oklahoma Team 

of the Decade.  He also played professional football for one year in the American 

Football League and was chosen as a member of the Jim Thorpe Hall of Fame. 

 His professional life included teaching and coaching at Kingfisher High 

School for 4 ½ years and a 4 year tour with the United States Navy. 

 Presently, Mr. Rivers lives in Napa, California where he has taught 

mathematics and coached for 25 years. 

 Mr. Riversô contribution to Kingfisher High School and to the community of 

Kingfisher reflects great credit upon himself and brings honor to his school. 

 

 

1989  COLONEL RICHARD C. LEMON  

Class of 1962 

 
 Richard C. Lemon was graduated from Kingfisher 

High School in 1962.  He then attended Oklahoma State 

University graduating with honors in 1967.  The same year 

he was commissioned a Second Lieutenant in the Regular 

Air Force as a distinguished graduate of the Air Force 

ROTC at OSU. 

 During the Vietnam conflict, he served as an air 

Intelligence Officer in Thailand.  Following pilot training, 

he received his wings in 1972 and served in various fighter squadrons around the 

world including a tour as commander of the 74
th
 Tactical Fighter Squadron, the 

ñFlying Tigersò from 1983 to 1985. 

 Colonel Lemon also served with the United Nations Peacekeeping Forces in 

Israel and Egypt during the 1978-1979 ñCamp Davidò peace negotiations.  He also 

served a tour at the United States Air Force Headquarters in the Pentagon from 1986 

to 1987.  Following his graduation from the Industrial College of the Armed Forces 

in 1988, Colonel Lemon was assigned duty as Deputy Commander of the 51
st
 

Tactical Fighter Wing in the Republic of Korea.  He was recently named to 

command the 5
th
 Tactical Air Control Group located at Suwon Air Base in Korea. 

 Despite his world travels, Colonel Lemon has remained in family and 

community affairs including the Methodist Church.  Colonel Lemon is married to 
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the former Patricia Abernathy and they have three children, Margaret, Robert and 

Kathryn. 

 Colonel Richard C. ñDickò Lemonôs selfless dedication to his country and 

outstanding achievements bring great credit to himself, the Air Force, the United 

States, the community of Kingfisher, and Kingfisher High School. 

 

1989  NAOMI MAYFIELD MONTGOMERY  

Class of 1925 

 

 Naomi Mayfield Montgomery was graduated from 

Kingfisher High School in 1925.  She received her 

Bachelor of Science degree from Texas Wesleyan 

College in Fort Worth, Texas in 1937, a Bachelor of 

Arts degree from Southwestern State College in 

Weatherford, Oklahoma in 1946; and the Master of 

Science degree from the University of Arkansas in 

Fayetteville in 1948. 

 Following three and one half years of study at Oklahoma State University, 

she began teaching in 1929.  She also taught Art and Home Economics in 

college for several years. 

 In 1968, Naomi Mayfield Montgomery was given a life membership in the 

Oklahoma Education Association and the Ponca City Public Schools awarded 

her a Certificate of Merit in appreciation of and recognition for her 

achievements in Education. 

 During her career in Education she has been a member of the Delta Kappa 

Gamma Sorority, Kappa Pi, PGEA, the Oklahoma Education Association, and 

the National Education Association.  She has also been listed in ñWhoôs Who 

in American Educationò and ñWhoôs Who of American Women.ò 

 Mrs. Montgomeryôs life of dedication to public education has sent an 

example for other to follow and emulate. 

 

 

1989  JAMES A. YOUNG 

Teacher and Counselor 1971-1978 

 

 For seventeen years, James A. (Jim) Young was 

teacher, counselor and friend to the students, faculty, and 

administration of Kingfisher High School.  During this 

time, he provided an unequaled example of 

professionalism, academic excellence, and personal 

compassion. 

 An aviation veteran of World War II, Jim brought 

his love of aeronautics and mathematics to Kingfisher 

High School inspiring students to high performance.  S Kingfisher High School 

Counselor, his compassionate care for students and educators made him loved 

and respected by pupils and colleagues. 

 His community involvement included a highly active membership in the 

Lions Club and a deep commitment to his faith.  Jimôs life was a reflection of 

his Christian duty to his fellow man. 
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 Jim passed away in 1978 after a lengthy illness.  The way he had lived his 

life was the way he faced death.  In his honor, a special scholarship was created 

to be awarded to a KHS senior whose behavior gave an indication of a future 

life reflective of the life of Jim Young. 

 Although Jim is no longer with us, the memory of his love and courage 

left to those who knew and loved him will keep his spirit alive. 

 

1989  MICHAEL F. STAKE  

Class of 1972 
 

 Michael F. Stake was graduated from Kingfisher 

High School in 1972.  Following graduation he attended 

Oklahoma State University and he was graduated with a 

Bachelor of Arts degree in 1976.  He then attended the 

Oklahoma University School of Law receiving his Juris 

Doctorate in 1979 and was admitted to the bar the same 

year. 

 Upon admission to the Bar, Mr. State joined a law 

firm in Woodward, Oklahoma and in 1988 he began his own practice.  He has been 

actively involved in the life of the Woodward community serving on the County 

Excise Board, as Chairman of the United Fund Drive, the Lions Club of which he is 

a past president, and the Woodward Chamber of Commerce of which he is a past 

chairman. 

 He also served in the hospital foundation and in 1988 he was elected as a city 

commissioner for the City of Woodward.  He has said, ñThe most significant 

influence on my life has been supportive and empathetic parents who have not been 

afraid to tell me that they love me and support me even when they disapprove of my 

activities or motivations.  Having caring, but non-interfering parents is a rare 

blessing and I have been very blessed.ò  In 1975, Mr. Stake married Nina Payne and 

they have two daughters, Emily and Audrey. 

 The lesson of excellence and community service demonstrated by Michael F. 

Stake stand as an example of what one individual can do and he is a credit to his 

community, his home town, and Kingfisher High School. 

 

 

1990  DORIS UHLENHAKE 

Teacher, 1945-1985 

 
 Doris Uhlenhake completed 40 years as a teacher in 

the Kingfisher School system in 1985.  She has described 

her career in Kingfisher as a ñdream come true.ò 

 Mrs. Uhlenhake graduated with a Bachelorôs Degree 

from Central State University in 1942.  An active student, 

she was named Woman Athlete of the Year in 1944 and 

1945, and served in various leadership positions during 

college.  Upon graduation, she began teaching in Kingfisher 

and then married Bert Uhlenhake in 1947. 

 Her distinguished career has included many honors including Oklahoma 

Teacher of the Year for 1976.  She also has been active in the Retired Teachers 

Organizations, KKI, the Chamber of Commerce, and the AARP.  She is also a past 

president of Delta Kappa Gamma.  Mrs. Uhlenhake was also nominated by one of 

her students as a candidate for National Teacher of the Year. 
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 Mrs. Uhlenhake said of her career, ñForty years as a teacher in the Kingfisher 

Public Schools were each and every one a new and different experience (and a 

happy one.)ò  Presently, Mrs. Uhlenhake lives in retirement with her husband, 

traveling extensively, playing golf, and continuing her involvement in community 

and education affairs. 

 The dedication and example of Doris Uhlenhake stand as a guide for the 

thousands of students who have known and loved her as a teacher and friend. 

 

1990  GEORGE BROWNLEE 

Class of 1948 

 
 George Brownlee was graduated from Kingfisher High  

School in 1948 after having attended the Kingfisher Schools for 
12 years.  Mr. Brownlee was active in football, band, and FFA 

and was the 1948 editor of the Yearbook, the first to be 

produced since the 1920s 

 After attending OSU for a year, Mr. Brownlee saw 

military service for 2 years serving with the 45th Division in 

Japan and Korea.  Upon his return to Oklahoma, Mr. Brownlee 
worked for the Kingfisher Times and Free Press for ten years, 

his last as editor.  Following this time, Mr. Brownlee owned an insurance agency and 

then joined Kingfisher Bank and Trust in 1965 where he currently serves as Vice-
President and Trust Officer. 

 Mr. Brownlee has been active in community affairs for most of his life.  He served 

on the City Council for 27 years and was Mayor of Kingfisher for 10 of those years.  He 
also has been active in the Methodist Church, the Rotary Club, the American Legion, The 

All Sports Association, and the Kingfisher Golf Association.  Mr. Brownlee and his wife 
Claudette have two sons, Gary and Greg (both graduates of KHS) and two 

granddaughters. 

 The example of selfless community service set by George Brownlee stands as an 
outstanding example of that to which Kingfisher students should aspire. 

 

1990  CLAUDETTE (BROWN) BROWNLEE  

Class of 1949 

 
 Claudette (Brown) Brownlee was graduated from 

Kingfisher High School in 1949, and worked for the Times 
Printing Company until her marriage to George Brownlee in 

1950.  When her husband was called to active duty in 1950, she 

continued to work until his return in 1952 and then became a 
housewife and mother for five years. 

 In 1957, Mrs. Brownlee began part-time work at the 

Kingfisher County Treasurerôs office.  This work became full 
time and for the past 12 years she has served as the elected 

County Treasurer.  As a county official, she has been active in the Northwest District 

Association of County Officials, and the County Treasurers Association of Oklahoma 
having served as president of both organizations. 

 Mrs. Brownlee has continued her education with Professional Development courses 

at Oklahoma State University and the University of Oklahoma.  She now serves on the 
Advisory Board for the Center for Local Government at Oklahoma State University.  She 

also helped write the procedures manual now in use in all 77 Oklahoma County 

Treasurers Offices and also serves as a new Treasurer Training seminar instructor. 
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 Active in her church, Mrs. Brownlee serves on the Board of the Oklahoma United 

Methodist Foundation.  She also has served two terms on the Board of the Kingfisher 
Chamber of Commerce and is on the Board of Kingfisher Horizons. 

 Mrs. Brownlee was extremely active in the Kingfisher Centennial Celebration being 

particularly responsible for the Centennial wall which honors the pioneers who settled 
this area.  She also serves as Chairman of the Kingfisher Schools Centennial Celebration 

Steering Committee. 

 The life of Claudette Brownlee and her unselfish devotion of her time and skills to 
the service of others reflect great credit upon herself, her community and her alma mater.  

Kingfisher students would do well to reflect upon the great service and deeds 

accomplished by Claudette Brownlee. 

1990  DR. GAYLA SUE (PIERSON) WRIGHT 

Class of 1959 

 
 Dr. Gayla (Pierson) Wright was graduated from 

Kingfisher High School in 1959.  She attended Panhandle 
Oklahoma State University where she received her Bachelor of 

Science degree in 1963 and attended Southwestern Oklahoma 

State University where she received her Master of Science 
degree in 1975.  Dr. Wright was awarded her doctorate in 

Education, Curriculum and Instruction from Oklahoma State 

University in 1977 
 Dr. Wright has more than twenty years of experience in 

science instruction and elementary through college level administration.  Her background 

includes research and development of educational in-service programs for science related 
projects and activities.  She is especially noted for her data analysis, technical expertise 

and management of multi -disciplinary approaches to education. 

 Dr. Wright has served as Community Involvement Program liaison for the National 
Aeronautics and Space Administration, Director of Youth Conservation Corps summer 

programs for the U.S. Department of the Interior, and Class Production director for the 

United States Army War College. 

 In addition to numerous consultant roles in science education related areas, Dr. 

Wright has worked with the state of Texas in developing Programs for Effective 

Teaching, development of the Texas Teacher Career Ladder, and as a judge of state and 
international fairs.  Dr. Wright is a consummate educator who works with students and 

teachers to help improve instruction and learning.  A classmate said of her, ñéshe was 

always an organizer and doer é she always knew where she was going and what she 
wanted to do all of her life.ò 

 Dr. Wright is a true professional educator of the highest order who continues to use 
her skills and abilities to improve education opportunities for all associated with the 

learning community.  The model Dr. Wright presents is one worthy of emulation by the 

students of the Kingfisher Schools. 



Page  14  08/01/17 

 

 

 

1990  EDNA HOFFMAN BOWMAN  

Class of 1924 

 

 Edna Hoffman Bowman was graduated from 

Kingfisher High School in 1924.  She attended 

Oklahoma City University for two years and, following 

two years at the University of Oklahoma, received her 

Bachelor of Arts degree.  Mrs. Bowman earned a Life 

Teaching Certificate and taught for twelve years until 

her marriage to the noted Oklahoma pioneer attorney 

and State Senator, George Lynn Bowman. 

 She continued her education through graduate work at the University of 

Oklahoma, and Columbia University.  In 1937, she participated in a 3 month 

study of the Orient traveling to Japan, Korea, China, Hong King and the 

Philippines.  Of this event she has said, ñMy boat trip to the Orient in 1937 is, 

perhaps, the most significant event that changed my life.  It enlarged my view 

and I became a world citizen.ò 

 Frequently honored for her many contributions, she has been awarded an 

Honorary Doctorate of Humane Letters from Oklahoma City University, 

received the highest honor Award of Achievement from the Alpha Chi Omega 

Sorority, and, in 1990, was named Director Emeritus of the Oklahoma 

Historical Society.  In 1970, she was inducted into the Oklahoma Hall of Fame 

and in 1972 her portrait was unveiled in the Oklahoma Heritage Center. 

 Mrs. Bowman has remained active in her beloved community of 

Kingfisher and the State of Oklahoma, and is particularly proud of her work at 

the local and state level of the Methodist Church.  She continues to support a 

host of cultural and charitable projects. 

 Mrs. Bowman describes herself as ñFiercely loyal to her home, state, and 

to her home town.ò  She adds that she is ñdeeply grateful for the solid 

educational foundation she received in Kingfisher High School.ò 

 Mrs. Bowmanôs life of service and contribution has few if any equals and 

demonstrates what can be done with a solid foundation and hard work.  She has 

set an example worthy of the admiration of all who call Kingfisher High School 

Alma Mater. 

ñNewò high school of early 1920s.  ñOldò 1915 high school to the right was used until 

the 1950s as a junior high.  The current auditorium now sits here. 
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1991  DR. F. PERRY FRANZ 

Class of 1976 

 

 Head of Plastic Surgery at Holt-Krock Clinic, Fort 

Smith, Arkansas, and the only micro surgeon in the 100 

physician clinic, F. Perry Franz, M.D. was graduated 

from Kingfisher High School in 1976.  Dr. Franz 

received his Bachelor of Science degree in Physiology 

from Oklahoma State University in 1979, and his 

Doctor of Medicine degree from Oklahoma University 

in 1983. 

 Dr. Franz spent a year in Taiwan working with internationally recognized 

Fu Chan Wei, a Chinese micro surgeon, receiving advanced experience in cleft 

lip and palate surgery and maxillofacial surgery.  This fellowship training gave 

Dr. Franz the opportunity to work with microscopic equipment in use at only 

three places in the world.  He currently writes for publication and presentations 

at medical conferences and has appeared twice on local television as an expert 

respondent to call-in questions.  He is the only surgeon in the Arkansas and 

eastern Oklahoma areas performing microsurgical procedures.  He has 

presented his research studies twelve different times in places like Michigan 

(where he did his residency), British Virgin Islands, Illinois, California, and 

Taiwan; he has published 13 articles and currently has eight more research 

projects in progress. 

 In his first year and a half of his Ft. Smith practice, Dr. Franz has 

performed almost miracle surgeries, reattachment of fingers, thumbs, local 

reconstruction of a nose, salvation of limbs from amputation through free-flap 

microsurgery, removal and closure of facial cancer and closure of pressure 

sores. 

 Dr. Franz has received first place in the BRAMEC Research Day 

Competition in 1985, first place in Michigan State University Research 

Competition in 1985, and the Ralph Blocksman Lectureship Award in 1986. 

 Married to the former Dona Sigl, MS, CPA, Dr. Franz has interests other 

than medicine such as scuba diving, snow skiing, photography, personal 

computers, philosophy, and writing. 

 In only a few short years since leaving Kingfisher High School, this young 

man has already shown through his dedication and through his skills as a 

surgeon that his is, indeed, an outstanding credit to not only the medical field 

but also to the service of mankind.  Kingfisher Schools is proud to add this 

inspiration, Dr. Perry Franz, to our Hall of Fame. 

The KHS Band performs the annual Veterans Day Program, Nov. 11, 2017 
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1991   1ST LIEUTENANT JOYCE M. SANDERS  

Class of 1941 

 

 Known as ñGradyò at Kingfisher High  School and 

ñSandyò while in the U.S. Marines, 1st Lt. Joyce M. 

Sanders was graduated from KHS in 1941. 

 Lt. Sanders joined the Marines after high school 

and, when he had the chance to be a flight instructor in 

Pensacola, Florida, he felt his buddies who had wives 

and children needed to stay in the U.S. and he traded 

this position to go overseas to battle in World War II. 

 In 1944, Lt. Sanders was labeled ñmissing in 

actionò when he was 21 years old.  His Dauntless dive bomber was shot down 

in the Pacific as he strafed a Japanese battleship battling with allied warplanes. 

 Forty seven years after he was shot down, Sanders was honored with a 

memorial service at the Kingfisher Memorial Cemetery.  American Legion Post 

5 conducted the service and the Veteranôs Administration provided a Flag. 

 Lt. Sanders was posthumously awarded the Navyôs Distinguished Flying 

Cross, the Silver Star, the Purple Heart, an Asiatic Pacific Campaign Medal, 

and the World War II Victory Medal. 

 According to the President citation accompanying the Distinguished 

Flying Cross, ñWith utter disregard for his own safety, he headed for the enemy 

vessel and fiercely determined to silence her guns and protect his comrades, 

flew not more than 40 feet above her strafing the ship from stern to bow.  First 

Lieutenant Sandersô valiant devotion to duty was in keeping with the highest 

traditions of the U.S. Naval Service.ò 

 For his ñextreme bravery and spirit of gallantry and self-sacrificeò 1st Lt. 

Joyce M. Sanders is welcomed to the KHS Hall of Fame in the hope that his 

memory, his example of patriotism and willingness to fight in order to preserve 

freedom, will serve as an inspiration to all his fellow KHS graduates and 

students. 

 

First dedicated high school building was constructed in 1915.  It was a junior high after the 
1920s high school building was built and then was torn down in the 1950s to be replaced by 
the current auditorium located at the Heritage School. 




